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Slxiral  ^District  of  Glendale, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1925. 


CHE  Rural  District  of  Glendale  has  an  area  of  147,698  acres. 
The  population  at  the  census  of  June  19th,  1921,  was  8,343, 
while  the  Registrar-General  gives  the  population  for  1925  as 
8,003,  one  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  census  of  June  19th, 
1921,  was  taken  when  Wooler  and  the  other  villages  in  the  district 
had  a number  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months. 

Glendale  is  comprised  of  moorland  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  part 
of  the  Cheviot  Hills  and  on  the  western  slopes  of  the  Chillingham, 
Lyham  and  Holborn  Hills,  with  the  highly-cultivated  and  fertile 
valleys  of  the  Till  and  its  tributaries  between  and  intersecting 
these  two  ranges  of  hills.  The  whole  area,  except  Lowick  and 
Bowsden  districts,  is  drained  by  the  Till  and  its  tributaries,  and  the 
subsoil  is  mostly  gravelly.  Lowick  and  Bowsden  have  a heavier 
subsoil,  with  clay  prevalent,  and  are  drained  by  the  Lowe  direct 
into  the  sea. 

In  1921  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1960  and  the  number 
of  families  practically  the  same.  With  the  addition  of  new  houses 
built  during  the  last  five  years  the  number  is  estimated  at  2,008, 
and  the  average  number  of  inmates  for  each  house  is  3-98,  a fraction 
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below  what  it  has  been  hitherto.  The  rateable  value  of  the  district 
is  £122,694,  land  being  credited  with  £86,885  and  buildings  with 
£35,809.  The  assessable  value  is  £79,135,  and  a penny  rate  amounts 
to  £329  14s.  7d. 

Glendale  is  divided  into  farms,  mostly  of  400  or  500  to  2,000 
acres  in  extent,  and  many  of  these  farms  are  partly  arable,  partly 
permanent  grass,  and  partly  moorland.  The  chief  occupation  of 
the  inhabitants  is  agriculture,  with  the  exception  of  the  tradesmen 
usual  in  country  villages.  Cottages  are  built  on  the  various  farms 
to  accommodate  the  farm  workers  with  their  wives  and  families. 
On  many  of  the  larger  farms  a room  in  a cottage  is  set  apart  as  a 
reading  and  recreation  room  for  the  workmen  on  the  farm  and  those 
neighbouring  farms  where  a room  is  not  so  provided,  and  Mechanics’ 
Institut?s,  with  billiard  tables,  have  been  in  existence  for  some  years 
in  two  or  three  of  the  villages  ; also  Women’s  Institutes  are  being 
got  up  in  several  villages.  The  farm  cottages  are  all  provided  with 
gardens,  which  are  cultivated  by  the  workers  in  their  spare  time, 
and  these  provide  them  with  early  potatoes  and  what  vegetables 
they  require.  Several  motor  garages  have  been  erected  during  the 
last  few  years,  employing  a few  mechanics,  and  two  whinstone 
quarries  have  been  opened  in  the  vicinity  of  Wooler,  but  these  have 
no  appreciable  effect  on  the  public  health. 

The  number  of  births  in  1925  was  138,  an  increase  of  11  over 
1924,  and  giving  a birth-rate  of  17-24.  For  the  five  years  1921-25 
there  has  been  a decrease  of  29  and  an  average  birth-rate  of  17-4. 
The  year  1923  had  123  births,  with  the  lowest  birth-rate  on  record 
for  Glendale.  Of  the  births  69  were  male  and  69  female,  66  of  each 
sex  were  legitimate  and  3 of  each  sex  were  illegitimate,  a less  amount 
of  illegitimacy  than  in  any  of  the  previous  four  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  98,  comprising  43  males  and  55  females 
and  giving  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  12-24.  The  number  of  infants 
who  died  under  one  year  of  age  was  6,  giving  an  infant  mortality  of 
43-47,  which  is  much  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 
In  the  years  1923-24  pneumonia  was  fatal  in  8 and  7 cases  respec- 
tively, causing  for  these  two  years  higher  death-rates  than  usual 
in  Glendale.  The  year  1924  was  also  remarkable  for  its  low  tern- 
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perature,  want  of  sunshine  and  heavy  rainfall,  and  as  a consequence 
epidemic  influenza  was  unusually  prevalent  in  the  early  months  of 
the  vear.  This  epidemic,  probably  due  to  the  weather  conditions, 
left  its  victims  with  a slow  convalescence  and  a condition  of  health 
below  par  for  months  afterwards. 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifiable  diseases  during  the 


year  : — 

\ eT?  Total  Cases  Cases  Admitted  Total 

umnAotL.  Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  15  — — 

Pneumonia  20  — b 

Erysipelas . 2 — — 

Chicken  Pox 7 — — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 4 — 3 

(1  female,  3 males) 

The  year  1925  had  15  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  while  the  four  previous 
years  had  only  13  altogether.  Ten  of  the  cases  in  1925  were  traced 
to  the  presence  at  school  of  two  infected  children,  who  had  the  disease 
in  such  a mild  form  that  the  parents  were  not  aware  of  it,  and  they 
attended  school  until  they  were  found  to  be  desquamating.  They 
were  isolated,  the  school  disinfected,  and  the  disease  disappeared 
for  the  time.  The  case-rate  per  1,000  living  was  1'87  for  scarlet 
fever,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  2-36  The  case-rate  for 
erysipelas  was  0*25,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  0*39. 
Pneumonia  was  prevalent,  20  cases  being  notified  with  6 deaths, 
giving  a case-rate  of  2*49  per  1,000  living.  Twelve  out  of  the  20 
cases  of  pneumonia  occurred  in  February,  April,  and  May,  when 
the  weather  was  marked  by  sudden  changes  of  temperature.  The 
four  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  were  all  pulmonary,  and  three  of 
them  died  during  the  year.  The  total  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  7,  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  3. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  enteric  or 
puerperal  fever  during  the  year.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by 
the  Council  to  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district.  The  Schick 
and  Dick  tests  have  not  been  tried  in  the  district  nor  any  of  the 
artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these  diseases.  No 


4 


case  of  encephalitis  lethargica  has  been  notified  in  Glendale  during 
the  last  four  years,  the  case  certified  as  having  died  of  this  disease 
in  1925,  after  11  months  illness,  had  not  been  notified  in  this  district 
and  no  particulars  are  available.  Towards  the  end  of  1920  three 
cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  In  1921  five  cases  were  notified, 
three  of  them  in  the  first  two  months  and  the  other  two  at  intervals 
of  two  months.  It  has  been  interesting  to  watch  the  after  history 
of  those  four  cases  who  did  not  succumb  within  the  first  ten  days 
of  their  illness.  One  of  the  1920  cases  is  still  comparatively  well 
and  working.  Of  the  cases  notified  in  1921,  one,  a boy  now  14 
years  of  age,  is  partially  paralysed  and  mentally  deficient.  One 
died  in  1923  after  having  been  quite  helpless  for  many  months  ; 
the  other,  a farm  labourer,  worked  for  a time  but  gradually  developed 
the  various  symptoms  peculiar  to  this  disease  and  died  early  in  1925 
certified  as  having  died  of  paralysis  agitans,  from  which  he  suffered 
much  at  last.  Beyond  the  comparatively  large  number  of  cases  of 
pneumonia  and  the  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica  in  1921  nothing 
noteworthy  has  occurred  as  regards  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity, 
and  the  district  being  agricultural  there  have  been  no  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  having  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  in  1925  was  £1,245  Os.  7d. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

One  tuberculosis  hospital,  or  sanatorium,  is  provided  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  at  Wooley,  in  the  south  of  the 
county,  where  suitable  patients  are  taken.  There  is  no  maternity 
hospital  except  the  Princess  Mary  Hospital  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
which  is  kept  up  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  patients  paying 
according  to  their  means.  No  children’s  hospital  except  the  Flaming 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Newcastle,  kept  up  by  voluntary  contributions 
from  the  public  and  patients.  An  Isolation  Hospital  for  small-pox 
was  provided  about  1904  by  the  District  Council,  which  will  accom- 
modate eight  to  ten  patients  ; but  after  the  epidemic,  which  at  that 
time  existed  on  Tyneside,  had  ceased  this  hospital  became  a hospital 
for  infectious  cases,  and  several  cases  have  been  sent  there  in  the 
intervening  years.  A caretaker  lives  on  the  premises  and  there  is 


5 


nurs6s^  acconiniodation.  No  other  hospital  is  within  the  district, 
but  the  Alnwick  and  Berwick  Infirmaries  are  available  (distance 
16  miles),  and  the  Newcastle  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  is  also  avail* 
able  within  46  miles.  These  hospitals  are  not  supported  by  the 
Council  but  by  the  public,  and  both  at  Berwick  and  Alnwick  ambu- 
lances helped  by  tne  Council  are  at  the  service  of  the  pubhc  for 
non-inf ectious  cases  and  accidents.  The  Council  nas  an  ambulance 
for  conveying  infectious  cases  to  the  district  Isolation  Hospital  and 
infected  clothing  to  the  district's  steam  disinfector.  There  is  no 
institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants, 
or  homeless  children  except  the  Poor  Law  Institution,  the  children 
being  sent  to  various  boarding-out  establishments.  As  already 
mentioned  the  district  is  entirely  agricultural  and  sparsely  populated 
and  there  are,  therefore,  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres  of  any  kind. 
The  Public  Health  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  and  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) 
whose  salaries  are  partly  paid  by  the  County  Council.  The  Sanirary 
Inspector,  who  has  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  is 
Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Inspector  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  and  also  under  the  Housing  and 
Petroleum  Acts.  There  is  one  Health  Visitor  in  the  district,  paid 
by  the  County  Council  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Several  District  Nurses  are  resident  in 
Glendale  and  their  salaries  are  raised  from  fees  for  services  rendered 
and  yearly  subscriptions.  The  nurses,  who  have  certificates  of 
qualification,  are  not  expected  to  attend  midwifery  cases  except 
with  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the  case.  No  registered  midwives 
practise  in  the  district.  No  special  nurses  are  employed  by  the 
Council.  General  professional  nursing  is  done  by  the  District  Nurses, 
but  when  a nurse  is  required  for  infectious  diseases  she  is  procured 
from  a professional  nursing  home  and  paid  for  either  by  the  Council 
or  privately.  No  private  associations  or  voluntary  workers  exist 
in  the  district.  During  the  last  five  years,  and  for  some  time  pre- 
viously, any  water  supply  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thought 
it  advisable  to  analyse  thoroughly  has  been  sent  to  the  County 
Analyst  at  Newcastle  and  paid  for  by  the  Council.  Specimens  of 
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sputum,  suspected  diphtheria  membrane  or  blood  are  sent  for 
analysis  to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  University  of 
Durham  College  of  Medicine  under  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council  of  Northumberland. 

Water. 

The  water  supply  of  Glendale  is  good  as  a whole.  There  are  no 
waterworks  in  the  district.  The  supply  of  Wooler  is  ample  and 
supplied  by  springs  from  a gravelly  stratum  of  what  is  known  as 
red  porphyry.  The  springs  are  collected  in  two  reservoirs  by  gravita- 
tion and  the  quality  is  good.  The  supply  is  estimated  at  over  21 
gallons  per  head  per  day,  and  since,  several  years  ago,  the  reservoir 
above  Kamsey  Lane  was  enlarged  there  is  a constant  overflow. 
Chatton  has  an  equally  good  supply  from  similar  springs.  Lowick 
has  now  a sufficient  supply,  but  as  the  stratum  is  limestone  the 
water  is  considerably  harder.  The  village  of  Wark  has  a good  supply 
of  good  water,  but  during  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  renew 
the  pipes  (see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report).  Bowsden  has  rather  a 
scanty  supply,  but  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  increase  the  supply  from 
the  present  source.  Milfield  has  to  depend  partly  on  wells,  and  the 
supply  becomes  scanty  in  dry  weather.  The  farmhouses  and  cot- 
tages have  good  supplies,  chiefly  by  gravitation,  but  a few  depend  on 
wells.  A few  years  ago  one  supply  to  a farm  was  found  to  have 
plumbo-solvent  action,  and  as  it  was  carried  for  a quarter  of  a mile 
in  lead  pipes  the  users  suffered  in  consequence.  The  lead  pipes  were 
replaced  by  iron  pipes  and  the  symptoms  ceased. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  marked  pollution  of  the  streams  in  the  area  as  the 
sewerage  generally  empties  into  cesspools  or  settling  tanks  before 
It  finds  its  way  to  the  streams.  In  the  case  of  Wooler,  where  the 
sewerage  is  conveyed  to  septic  tanks  with  filter  beds,  etc.,  during 
heavy  rainfalls  and  thunderstorms  a large  quantity  of  sand  is 
carried  into  the  pipes,  especially  the  pipe  down  Ramsey  Lane  and 
Church  Street,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  gradient  is  very  slight,  and 
there  the  sand  collects  and  in  a great  measure  blocks  the  sewage. 
In  order  to  prevent  sand  and  storm  water  from  having  access  to  the 


sewerage  pipes  the  Council  has  decided  to  put  in  a separate  system 
of  pipes  for  the  storm  water  alone,  and  qualified  engineers  have  the 
matter  in  hand.  The  upper  half  of  Lowick  village  is  without  drain* 
age  at  present,  but  the  same  engineers  have  been  instructed  to  have 
this  work  done  also.  Some  improvement  is  also  contemplated  in 
the  drainage  of  Milfield. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

In  Wooler  water  closets  have  almost  superseded  earth  closets, 
and  in  other  villages  the  same  tendency  is  taking  place.  Lowick 
is  much  behind  in  this  respect  owing  to  the  want  of  a sewage  system, 
but  earth  closets  are  gradually  taking  the  place  of  privies  there. 
At  the  farm  cottages  the  privies  are  being  replaced  by  pail  closets. 
We  have  no  populous  or  closely-built  centres.  For  particulars  of 
the  alterations  during  the  year  I would  refer  to  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor’s report  on  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Defects.  During  the  year 
1925  public  conveniences  for  both  sexes  were  erected  as  near  the 
centre  of  Wooler  as  possible.  This  is  a great  boon  for  the  public 
generally  but  particularly  for  the  trippers  who  come  in  the  summer 
months  in  chars-a-bancs  from  Newcastle  and  Tyneside. 

Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  of  Wooler,  Lowick,  and  Wark  villages  is  done  by 
contractors,  to  whom  it  is  let  yearly  by  the  Council.  A new  tip  for 
disposal  was  found  for  Lowick  at  a convenient  and  safe  distance  and 
has  proved  a great  boon.  Wooler  was  provided  with  a tip  in  1921  by 
the  Council,  and  as  yet  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  place.  Other 
small  villages,  as  Chatton,  are  attended  to  by  the  villagers  them- 
selves. They  have  gardens  and  many  of  them  a few  acres  of  land, 
and  in  these  they  put  their  refuse.  The  refuse  and  ashes  at  the  farm 
cottages  are  put  on  the  land  by  the  farmers  at  intervals.  With 
regard  to  the  number  of  privies,  etc.,  abolished  and  altered  I would 
refer  to  Sheet  II.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  The  sanitary 
inspection  of  the  area  is  set  out  in  detail  in  Sheet  I.  and  Sheet  II., 

giving  the  : — 

(1)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  , 

(2)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  ; 

(3)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 
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In  Glendale  there  is  no  nuisance  from  smoke. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  nor  underground  sleeping  rooms; 
there  are  six  slaughter  houses  but  no  lodging  houses,  although 
there  are  bye-laws  for  these. 

Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  district  are  all  elementary  schools  and  have 
a good  water  supply  for  drinking  and  washing,  and  several  are 
supplied  with  urinals  and  water  closets  with  an  abundant  supply 
of  water.  Where  earth  closets  are  attached  to  schools  they  are 
emptied  at  regular  and  frequent  intervals  and  constantly  supervised. 
The  schools  are  well  ventilated  and  lighted.  A new  school  and 
offices  have  been  built  at  Branton  ; the  school  is  well  lighted  and 
ventilated  and  is  a vast  improvement  over  the  old  school. 

When  an  infectious  disease  occurs  in  a school  the  child  is  excluded 
and  the  school  disinfected. 

Housing. 

As  regards  housing  in  Glendale  the  conditions  and  particulars 
applying  to  each  parish  apply  to  the  whole  district.  Many  of  the 
houses  are  too  small  and  there  is  still  a demand  for  more  houses. 
In  1921  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  a survey  of  the  district  and 
found  there  were  1,600  working-class  houses  in  the  district ; of  these 
72  had  only  one  room,  510  had  two  rooms,  577  had  three  rooms,  315 
had  four  rooms,  and  the  remainder  over  four.  He  also  found  in  93 
houses  more  than  two  persons  to  each  room,  counting  two  children 
as  one  adult,  equal  to  5 per  cent,  of  the  population  living  under 
overcrowded  conditions,  while  there  were  27  per  cent,  so  living 
in  England  and  Wales.  Since  1921  many  of  these  smaller  cottages 
have  been  converted  two  into  one.  Overcrowding  is  becoming  less 
and  less  each  year,  and  in  1925,  according  to  Sheet  I.  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report,  only  two  cases  had  to  be  dealt  with.  There  is 
still  a demand  for  houses  for  working  men,  and  in  October,  1923, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  sanctioned  a scheme  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1923,  for  Glendale,  which  enabled  the  Council  to  receive  applica- 
tions for  subsidy  from  persons  intending  to  build  dwelling  houses 
to  which  the  Act  applies.  This  has  considerably  been  taken  advan- 
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tage  of,  and  during  1925  of  the  15  new  houses  built  11  were  subsi- 
dised. Since  the  beginning  of  1921  till  December,  1925,  56  new 
houses  have  been  built  in  the  district  and  more  are  being  built. 
As  a rural  district  Glendale  has  better  workmen’s  cottages  than 
most  other  rural  districts  in  Northumberland.  The  principal 
r1  elects  are  w^ant  of  sleeping  accommodation  and  want  of  better 
pantry  and  scullery  provision.  These  are  being  gradually  remedied 
as  cost  of  labour  and  material  is  being  gradually  reduced.  When 
defects  are  pointed  out  to  owners  of  property  they  are  remedied  in 
a reasonable  time,  and  seldom  or  never  do  acts  of  waste  or  neglect 
by  tenants  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  Conditions  affecting 
housing  as  regards  water  supply,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse 
disposal  have  already  been  dealt  with.  There  are  no  unhealthy 
areas  in  Glendale. 

Bye-laws. 

The  following  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  district  : — 

Slaughter  Houses,  became  operative  in  October,  1896. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  became  operative  in  October,  1896. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  became  operative  in  December, 
1896. 

Nuisances,  became  operative  in  February,  1897. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  became  operative  in 
October,  1896. 

The  bye-laws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings  were  revised 
at  the  end  of  1922  and  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  February, 
1923.  It  might  be  an  improvement  if  these  bye-laws  were  made 
applicable  to  the  whole  district  instead  of  to  Wooler  alone.  There 
is  also  need  for  bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  and  sheds. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Fifteen  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Eleven  were 
built  with  the  aid  of  subsidy  under  the  Housing  Act  by  private  per- 
sons. Thirty-four  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  for  housing 
defects,  but  there  were  none  found  unfit  nor  partially  so. 
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(a)  Eemedy  of  defects  vdthout  service  of  formal  notice  was 
effected  in  every  case. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. — Forty-nine  dwelling 
houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  v/ere  all  remedied  by  the  owners  after  service  of  formal 
notice. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15,  Housing  Act,  1925.- 
None. 


Milk. 

Milk  is  brought  direct  from  the  dairies  to  the  consumer.  There 
are  no  special  licences  and  no  milk  shops.  There  is  no  graded  nor 
licensed  milk.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  certified  as  an  Inspec- 
tor under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  superintends  the  condition  of 
the  cows.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  a detailed  report  on  dairies 
and  cowsheds. 

Meat. 

There  are  six  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  owned  by  the 
Council.  There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  qualified  as  regards  the  inspection  of  m.eat,  was 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Eegulations,  1924. 

The  following  is  a statement  in  tabular  form  of  the  number  of 
private  slaughter  houses  in  use  in  the  area  at  the  dates  mentioned: — 


1920. 

January,  1925. 

December,  1925 

Eegistered,  5. 

6 

6 

Tuberculosis. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  area  during  1925  : — 


Age  Period. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Years. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

15  . . 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1 

1 Nil. 

20  . . 

1 

— 

Nil. 

1 

— Nil. 

25  . . 

1 

— 

Nil. 

— ■ 

— Nil. 

Totals 

3 

1 

2 

1 
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In  addition  to  these  one  non-pnimonary  case,  3 years  of  age, 
died  in  1925.  Notified  previously,  another  pulmonary  case,  45 
years,  died  a few  days  after  coming  into  the  district.  Both  cases 
were  females. 

No  special  methods  have  been  adopted  as  regards  the  treatment 
of  infectious  diseases  of  parturient  women,  infants,  and  young 
children,  as  these  diseases,  except  measles  and  whooping  cough,  are 
extremely  rare.  Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were 
notified  in  1922  and  both  recovered  perfectly  with  home  treatment ; 
no  other  case  has  occurred  for  many  years.  No  case  of  puerperal 
fever  has  been  notified  for  years. 

No  factories  exist  in  the  district. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  attached,  and 
the  tables  of  the  Registrar-General,  giving  the  birth-rate,  death-rate, 
and  various  causes  of  death  and  analysis  of  mortality  for  the  year, 
are  given  herewith. 

ALEXANDER  DEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


12 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT, 

Glendale  Rural  District, 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 


TO  THE  CIIATKMAN  AND  MEMBEES  OF  THE  GLENDALE 

EURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1925. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

During  the  year  12  rooms,  13  lots  of  bedding,  etc.,  and  one 
school  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease.  This  has 
proved  one  of  the  lightest  years  for  disinfections  for  quite  a long 
time.  The  rooms  were  disinfected  by  means  of  McDoiigal’s  (for- 
malin) Vaplamps,  and  the  bedding,  etc.,  at  the  Council’s  steam 
disinfector  at  Wooler. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  not  used  during  the  year  but  several 
repairs  were  carried  out,  lime- washing  was  done  inside  and  out  and 
the  woodwork,  spouting,  etc.,  painted. 

The  hospital  is  always  ready  for  any  ordinary  requirements. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  contractors  in  the  Wooler,  Lowick,  and  Wark 
districts  have  carried  out  their  contracts  quite  satisfactorily  during 
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the  year.  The  new  refuse  tip  at  Lowick  lias  proved  very  useful. 
At  Wooler  the  present  tip,  which  was  commenced  in  1921,  is  filling 
up  rather  faster  than  I anticipated  and  we  shall  shortly  have  to  look 
for  further  accommodation. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. 

During  the  year  a public  convenience  for  males  and  females  was 
opened  in  Wooler.  Although  too  late  to  be  of  service  to  the  summer 
visitors  it  has  proved  very  useful  to  the  general  public  since  its 
opening  in  October  and  we  shall  no  doubt  see  further  benefit  during 
the  coming  season. 

DRAINAGE,  Etc. 

During  the  year  a new  length  of  main  sewer  was  laid  in  Wooler, 
and  the  benefit  is  already  being  felt.  Messrs.  D.  Balfour  & Son,  of 
Newcastle,  have  also  in  hand  a big  improvement  to  the  Wooler 
main  drainage,  also  the  question  of  a new  main  drain  for  the  top  end 
of  Lowick  village.  These  will  be  decided  improvements  when 
carried  out. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

We  have  six  bakehouses  in  the  district.  None  of  them  are 
underground  and  all  are  kept  clean  and  lime-washed  regularly. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

We  have  six  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  four  in  Wooler  and 
two  in  Lowick,  all  of  good  construction,  with  good  water  supplies 
and  drainage  and  well  isolated  from  dwelling  or  other  buildings. 

They  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year  and  are  kept 
clean.  The  class  of  meat  produced  is  exceptionally  good. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  district  generally  are  very  good,  but 
I think  some  improvements  could  be  made  to  the  village  supply 
at  Bowsden,  and  I hope  shortly  to  bring  forward  a scheme  with 
this  view. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  renew  the  pipes  in  Wark  village  during 
the  year,  the  old  pipes  being  completely  done  and  furred  up.  The 
supply  is  now  very  good. 


Table  X.— Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calulated  on  a population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925,  while  those  for  the 
towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards 
England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  dvilians  as  regawds  London  and  the  groups  of  Towns.) 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT.  {Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1922,  Art.  19)  {12). 
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